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PREFACE

 There are so many stories embedded in 200 years. Twenty five 
years ago, vignettes about the pastors and their ministries were 
collected and shared in worship and in a book. Those essays are 
included here. In the past 16 years, however, there have been so 
many pastors: interim pastors, an installed pastor, a designated 
pastor, fill-in-for-a-Sunday pastors, and finally the next installed 
pastor, that the leaders of the congregation and staff have shown 
their strength in carrying out the work of the church. With all 
the changing of pastoral leadership, what has come to the fore 
is the enduring commitment to God and to the First Presbyterian 
Church, the strong bedrock of prayer upon which all is built, and 
the willingness of church members and friends to be leaders and 
workers.

 Of course, church members and friends have always contrib-
uted as leaders and as workers. Without them, the church could 
not have had such an impact on the community. Throughout the 
years, the people of First Presbyterian have been instrumental in 
the founding and operation of: the Auburn educational system, the 
Auburn hospital, Auburn Theological Seminary, the Red Cross, 
Boy Scout Troop 1, the YMCA, the Salvation Army, Cayuga 
Seneca Community Action Agency, the Chamber of Commerce, 
Seymour Library, Fort Hill Cemetery, The Cayuga Home for 
Children, The Home, Westminster Manor, the Cayuga Museum, 
the Gordon Eadie Activity Center (Alzheimer’s program), Calvary 
Food Pantry, Unity House, the other four (now one) Presbyterian 
churches, two other churches, and more. They also played major 
roles in abolition, women’s rights, and prison reform, to mention 
a few social reform movements. All of this could only be possible 
because the church had its own strength. Many were also involved 
in the church from the elders and deacons to those working behind 
the scenes in the Sunday School and Bible studies, choirs for all 
ages, drama programs, fellowship programs, missions, programs 
of evangelism and, of course, worship.
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 We stand on the shoulders of those whose names we know 
well and those whose names have become lost to us, but not to 
God. How can we not be grateful for such a rich heritage and for 
the challenge to continue it?!

 For this particular celebration we have our 200th Anniversary 
Committee to thank: 

 Ann L. Wiley (exhibit and archives); Joyce Short and Betsy 
Walter (anniversary book); Deanna Flanigan (title page artwork 
and community events); Judy Eddy (special historical concerts); 
and June Graybill and Donna Ryan (anniversary dinner).

 For the information included here from the 175th Anniversary 
book, we also want to thank: William Naiva, Betsy Walter, 
Richard Newman, David Bowman, Carl Risen, Charles Eddy, 
Leonard Brodt, Winfield Nevius, Dennis Haines, and Deanna 
Flanigan as well as all the researchers who worked behind the 
scenes to develop the 175th anniversary services focusing on each 
pastorate and the 175th anniversary book. This work was built on 
a strong foundation of earlier historical studies, described in the 
concluding essay of this book.

 The opportunities, challenges and successes have continually 
changed over the 200 years that First Presbyterian Church has 
been in existence; however, they provide a deep well of faith and 
experience from which to draw as we face our own opportuni-
ties, challenges and successes. Finally, the Scriptures remind us 
that “unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in 
vain.” (Psalm 127:1) For all that has been, for all that is, and for 
all that is to come, “Let everything that breathes, praise the Lord!” 
Amen.

Rev. Eileen J. Winter 
June, 2011
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 INTRODUCTION

 “This is the story of a church which for a long 
period of years has kept in step with a marching world. 
With out 

.
forsaking any essentials, it has sought to 

accommo date itself to the thoughts and methods of the 
advancing generations. Its 

.
feet planted on a solid past, 

it presses forward with confidence”.

(Dr. Malcom L. MacPhail 1936)

 Seventy five years after Dr. MacPhail concluded A History 
of First Presbyterian Church, Auburn, New York with the above 
summation, we are celebrating the 200th anniversary of our 
founding. Since 1936, this church has met the challenges of each 
decade. In the present era, the church connects with the people of 
Auburn out in the community. The church shepherded youth and 
adults through challenging years of the 1990s, and participated in 
reunion of the Presbyterian Church in the 1980s. Rebuilding after 
Steeple Fall on April 5, 1973, the church began the new mission of 
Unity House at the new church location. In the 1960s, the church 
kept in step with the social activism and ecumenical movements, 
and the church successfully worked through the changes in the 
1940s and 1950s occasioned by World War II and the postwar 
international tensions and economic growth.

 To understand what we are celebrating, let us go back to our 
beginning. The story starts with Col. John L. Hardenburgh, the 
first settler in what later became Auburn. In 1778, while serving 
with Gen. Sullivan’s army on a mission to destroy the Cayuga 
Indians, their villages and crops, Col. Hardenburgh first saw this 
area. The fertility of the land, its wooded beauty and the water 
power potential of the Owasco River greatly impressed him. He 
returned in 1793 to settle on Lot #47, Aurelius Township, where 
he built a log cabin. Hardenburgh’s Corners began with his cabin, 
then a dam on the river and a grist mill to grind grain, all situated 
near our present day fire station at Market and Franklin Streets. 
Other settlers moved in, building their cabins nearby and the 
village soon became prominent. A year after being named the 
county seat in 1804, the village changed its name to Auburn.
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 Because of the work of the Connecticut Missionary Society in 
the Military Tract of Western New York, the people of Aurelius 
Township experienced a religious awakening in 1799 and 1800. 
People of different denominations worshipped together in public 
houses and private homes. The next step was the formation of 
the First Congregational Society of Aurelius in 1802, which 
joined four congregations from the settlements of Hardenburgh’s 
Corners, Grover (Fleming), Half Acre and Cayuga. Their first 
pastor was Rev. David Higgins.

The Old Church (1817-1869)
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FOUNDING
1811-1816
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REV. DAVID HIGGINS 
1811 - 1813

 Born August 6, 1761 in Connecticut, David Higgins was 
educated at Dartmouth College, Yale University and Yale Divinity 
School. The Congregational Church ordained him in 1787 and his 
early ministry was in New Hampshire, Vermont and Connecticut.

 In 1801 the Connecticut Missionary Society sent Mr. Higgins 
to the mission field of Western New York. At the close of his 
17 week mission, he continued preaching in central New York 
and then accepted the call in 1802 from the First Congregational 
Society of Aurelius. His installation as pastor took place at Half 
Acre, central location for the four congregations.

 Mr. Higgins preached at each of the four settlements once in four 
Sundays and gave pastoral supervision throughout the township. 
In 1805 the Episcopalians, led by William Bostwick, withdrew 
from the Aurelius Society and formed St. Peter’s Church. Because 
of various difficulties in the Congregational Society of Aurelius, 
Mr. Higgins resigned his pastorate to the four churches in 1810, 
but continued to minister to the Auburn congregation as stated 
supply.

 By this time, the Auburn congregation wanted to have its own 
church, so on Sunday, July 11, 1811, eight members plus newly 
baptized Oliver Lynch, formed the First Congregational Society 
of Auburn under the direction of Mr. Higgins. Daniel Haring, 
Silas Hawley, Eunice Higgins, Sarah Gilbert, Betsey Tyler, Rachel 
Parker, Sarah Hawley, Anna Cogswell and Oliver Lynch united to 
form the new church by adopting Articles of Faith and renewing 
their covenant with God.

 Congregationalists and Presbyterians had a harmonious 
re lationship in the area and their judicatories united in an 
accom modation plan in 1808. This left the individual churches 
free to conduct their internal affairs after the Congregationalmode. 
In 1811, shortly after the creation of the Presbytery of Cayuga, the 
First Congregational Society of Auburn came under its care.
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 Mr. Higgins was never installed as pastor of the Auburn 
church, but continued as stated supply until he accepted a call 
from the Presbyterian Church in Bath in 1813. The congregation 
remembered him as a man of commanding presence, of genial 
disposition and of religious zeal. He actively promoted education 
in the village and helped establish Auburn Academy. Considered a 
leading preacher in this part of the state, Mr. Higgins preached the 
sermon at the funeral in 1806 of Col. Hardenburgh, the founder of 
Auburn. David Higgins died June 18, 1842 in his 80th year, after 
55 years of ministry.

Rev. Charles Hawley, Dr. Richard Steel and James S. Seymour 
Old First Church, 1869

REV. HEZEKIAH NORTH WOODRUFF 
1813 - 1816

 Our first installed pastor was the Rev. Hezekiah North 
Wood ruff who was born in 1762 in Connecticut and graduated 
from Yale in 1784. After his ordination in 1787, he served 
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in churches Stonington, Conn. and Scipio, N.Y. He stayed nine 
years at the latter. After an initial hesitation over the cautiously 
worded pledge of financial support, Mr. Woodruff accepted 
the call of the First Congregational Church of Auburn. On 
June 23, 1813, he preached his own sermon of installation.

 The War of 1812 caused much anxiety to the village of Au burn, 
with men leaving for military service and the ever present 
possibility of invasion by the enemy. Despite this interference in 
the life of our church, the congregation moved forward. In 1814 
our church adopted the Presbyterian Confession of Faith and form 
of government at a meeting at the courthouse. John Oliphant and 
Silas Hawley were elected the first elders; ordained and in stalled 
in due course.

 Increasing membership led to construction of the first building 
for the First Presbyterian Church of Auburn. Members of the 
congregation and the community made an initial pledge of $8000 
to build a white frame church. The Hardenburgh heirs donated 
a lot at the corner of North and Franklin Streets. Construction 
started in 1815 with plans drawn by architect Lawrence White 
and supervision by master builder Bradley Tuttle. Mr. Woodruff, 
as pastor, laid the cornerstone containing a Bible.

 Mr. Woodruff helped organize the Cayuga County Bible Society 
in 1815 and served as its first president. With his encouragement, 
the young people became involved in missionary work, spreading 
the gospel especially to the destitute. The first recorded donation 
to missions was five dollars.

 Unfortunately, Mr. Woodruff’s involvement in a legal case 
over a wrongful death suit cut short his pastorate. At the request 
of the congregation, the pastoral relation was dissolved by mutual 
consent. Despite this, many people remembered Mr. Woodruff as a 
wise, attentive and enterprising pastor, held in esteem throughout 
the state. Although this pastorate was brief, our church had grown 
steadily under Mr. Woodruff’s leadership. He continued his 
ministry and died in Oneida, August 11, 1833 after 46 years of 
active service.
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EVANGELISM
1817-1856
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Rev. Dirck Cornelius Lansing, D.D. (181 7-1829)
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REV. DIRCK CORNELIUS LANSING, D.D. 
1817 - 1829

 Evangelistic passion characterized Dr. Lansing’s ministry 
during his twelve years in Auburn and his influence lasted through 
the years. 691 people united with First Presbyterian Church as 
a result of his personal efforts and the revival meetings he held. 
Only once did he call on outside help for these meetings. In 1826 
Charles G. Finney, the great evangelist at this time, assisted him 
at a series of revivals.

 Born at Lansingburgh, NY, March 3, 1785, Dirck Cornelius 
Lansing was our third pastor to graduate from Yale. After serving 
churches in Onondaga and Stillwater, N.Y. from 1807-1816, he 
was temporarily supplying the Park St. Church of Boston when he 
accepted a call to our church.

 Dr. Lansing preached at the dedication of the new building 
and then was installed April 23, 1817. He supported Dr. Richard 
Steel’s efforts to organize the first Sunday Schools for young 
people in Auburn. They established three separate schools: one 
for boys, one for girls and one for colored children. Dr. Lansing 
also organized the first church choir in Auburn.

 Establishing Auburn Theological Seminary was Dr. Lansing’s 
greatest achievement. Over the years the Seminary and our church 
had a close relationship beneficial to both.

 Col. Hardenburgh’s heirs donated eight of the ten acres 
re quired for the Seminary. Dr. Lansing raised $100,000 from 
various sources, with more than $14,000 coming from members 
of his congregation. At the ground breaking ceremony in Nov. 
1819, Dr. Lansing guided the plow. The seminary opened in 1821 
with Dr. Lansing serving without salary for five years as Professor 
of Sacred Rhetoric and Pastoral Theology. He published Sermons 
on Important-Subjects in 1825.

 In his history of our church, Dr. Charles Hawley describes Dr. 
Lansing: “he had scarcely an equal among his brethren .. . His 
long slender figure, the graceful sweep of his arm, the flash of his 
black eyes, the winning tones of his voice, all combined to rivet 
the attention and compel the admiration of his hearers”.
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Josiah Hopkins (1830-1846)
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 Upon leaving the Auburn church in 1829, Dr. Lansing went 
first to Second Presbyterian Church of Utica for four years. His 
evangelistic ministry called him to congregations in New York 
City, Illinois, Utica, Syracuse, Brooklyn and Cincinnati. He started 
two new churches and led the construction of two new buildings. 
In 1844 he returned to Auburn to supply his former pulpit during 
the illness of Rev. Josiah Hopkins.

 Dr. Lansing married three times: in 1805 to Elizabeth 
Vander Heyden; in 1831 to Susanna Frances VanRaust; in 1852 
to Mrs. Laura Camp Dickinson.

 After several months of illness, Dr. Lansing died March 19, 
1857 at age 72.

JOSIAH HOPKINS 
1830 - 1846

 The era of evangelism continued under the leadership of Dr. 
Hopkins, with the assistance of outstanding evangelists includ ing 
Charles G. Finney, who had preached before during Dr. Lansing’s 
pastorate. As many as 235 new members joined the church during 
his pastorate.

 Josiah Hopkins was born April 26, 1787 in Pittsford, Vermont. 
Unlike our previous pastors, he was not a college graduate, but 
received a good academic and theological education. There were 
no institutions for the special training of ministers in Vermont, 
so Josiah Hopkins studied theology and related subjects with 
his tutor, Rev. Lemuel Haynes, an esteemed black minister of 
Rutland, Vt.

 Dr. Hopkins’ first pastorate was at New Haven, Vt., where 
he was ordained and installed in 1809, continuing there until 
1830. On Sept. 28 of that year he was installed as pastor of our 
church.
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Henry Addison Nelson, D.D. (1846-1856)
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 During Dr. Hopkins’ tenure the Session paid much attention to 
the behavior of church members. At numerous meetings charges 
were brought against members who neglected the Sab bath or did 
not participate in Communion. The Session also took a formal 
stand against slavery by sending a letter for publication in the New 
York Observer. Although New York State had abol ished slavery in 
1827, it was still prevalent in the United States.

 Shortly after Dr. Hopkin’s arrival in Auburn, 66 members 
left voluntarily and were dismissed to join the new Second 
Pres byterian Church partly because of the emphasis on 
evangelism and social issues of the day.

 Although his sermons were short on rhetoric and eloquence, 
their strength lay in expository and doctrinal preaching. Dr. 
Hopkins was a teacher. Affectionately called “Father Hopkins”, 
he was known for his genial disposition, his humor and wit as 
well as for his kindness. “He was tall, with rugged features lit 
frequently with real smiles”.

 Dr. Hopkins married twice. His first wife was Orelia Dike of 
Pittsford, Vt. In 1813 he married Lavinia Fenton of Rutland, Vt. 
He had a son and daughter who died in early life.

 Ill health forced Dr. Hopkins to resign in 1846 after two years 
of being unable to perform all his pastoral duties. He continued 
to preach in neighboring churches as his health allowed before 
retiring in 1859. Although he died in Geneva at age 76, his funeral 
service was held at our church and he was buried in the North 
Street Cemetery.

HENRY ADDISON NELSON, D.D. 
1846 - 1856

 Our church continued to grow at the rate of 40 new members 
per year, but the emphasis was now upon personal ministry by Dr. 
Nelson, rather than through revival meetings.

 Born October  31, 1820 at Amherst, Mass., Henry Addison 
Nelson graduated from Hamilton College and then from Auburn 
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Theo logical Seminary in 1846. He was the first of our pastors 
trained here in Auburn. His first call was from our church, where 
he was ordained and installed in July 1846.

 One of the changes made in church policy during his pastorate 
was the electing of elders for a term of three years instead of for 
life. Members of the church were organized into twelve classes 
and placed under the supervision of the twelve elders. Under 
Dr. Nelson’s leadership the work of the church progressed in an 
orderly and constructive manner.

 Dr. Nelson had a distinguished appearance and could be 
de pended upon to rise to a great occasion with moving eloquence. 
In disposition, “he was so calm and fair and wise that it seemed 
natural, safe to trust him”.

 Because of his firm stand against slavery and for preservation 
of the Union, the First Presbyterian Church of St. Louis called 
him to its pulpit in 1856. “It is generally conceded that Dr. Nelson 
more than any other man, saved Missouri for the Union”.

 After three years in St. Louis, Dr. Nelson went to Lane 
Theo logical Seminary, Cincinnati, Ohio and then returned to 
pastor ates in Geneva, NY and Independence, Mo. From 1886 to 
1897 he edited The Church at Home and Abroad while residing 
in Philadelphia.

 Dr. Nelson married Margaret Mills, daughter of Professor 
Henry Mills of Auburn Seminary. They had six children, two of 
whom — a son and a daughter — went to Syria as missionaries.

 In 1906 at the age of 86, he died in St. Louis, but was buried in 
Fort Hill Cemetery, Auburn. For more than 60 years he had been 
a minister of the Gospel.
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PROGRESS
1857-1911
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Charles Hawley, D.D. (1857-1885)
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CHARLES HAWLEY, D.D. 
1857 - 1885

 During his pastorate of 28 years, Dr. Charles Hawley gain ed 
renown not only as the builder of the Gothic stone Church but also 
as the most generally beloved man in Auburn.

 Charles Hawley was born August 19, 1819 at Catskill, NY and 
was descended from a long line of ministers on his mother’s side, 
In 1840 he graduated from Williams College and then in 1844 he 
graduated from Union Theological Seminary, New York.

 He held pastorates in New Rochelle and Lyons, NY before 
accepting the call to our church. He was installed here Nov. 5, 
1857.

 Four years after Dr. Hawley began his ministry here, the Civil 
War started, interrupting the regular work of the church. Dr. 
Hawley actively recruited young men for the Union cause.

 In 1869 the great stone Gothic building was erected in place 
of the original frame building which was moved to the corner of 
Franklin and Capitol Streets and is known as Calvary Presby terian 
Church today. E. H. Selkirk of Buffalo was the architect and John 
Drew the master of masonry. The new church cost $140,000 and 
was noted for “its solid masonry, its fine propor tions, its beautiful 
lines, its magnificent spire, its black walnut pulpit and pews and 
its ceiling of royal blue”.

 The church continued to grow under Dr. Hawley’s leadership 
with the help of revivals in 1858, 1862 and 1868. However, in 
1872, Dr. Hawley offered his resignation feeling that a new pastor 
might be more successful in raising the $40,000 necessary to pay 
off the debt remaining from the erection of the new church. His 
resignation was not accepted. Dr. Hawley continued as pastor for 
another 13 years and the debt was paid off within two years.

 Beyond the local church, Dr. Hawley served 25 years as stated 
clerk of the Presbytery of Cayuga and helped reunite in 1869 the 
New School and Old School branches of the Presbyterian Church. 
In 1867 the General Assembly sent him as a delegate to the 
Presbyterian Council in Edinburgh, Scotland.



22

William H. Hubbard, D.D. (1886-1911)
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 Dr. Hawley founded the Cayuga County Historical Society 
and was its first president. His published works include: Early 
Chapters of Cayuga History, The History of First Presbyterian 
Church, Auburn and several works on Iroquois tribes.

 Those who knew him describe Dr. Hawley as “of more than 
average height, of calm countenance and dignified bearing. He 
was a man of marked modesty, broad sympathies and generous 
attitude to all men of good will, of whatever condition, creed 
or color. He was genial, cheerful and courteous always. He had 
strong convictions and was ready to express them, but was strong 
enough to wait for the right time”.

 His sermons were of two kinds: those touching upon public 
affairs which showed breadth of thought and familiarity with the 
subject and those which dealt with the common doctrines of the 
Gospel in simple plain ways. “He had a voice of marked sweetness 
and power, and an unaffected earnestness”.

 Dr. Hawley died in his 67th year on November 26, 1885. At 
his memorial service the faculty of the Seminary, the chaplain of 
the prison and the pastors of fourteen city churches participated. 
He was buried in Fort Hill Cemetery.

 His wife was Mary Hubbell of Lyons, NY and they had two 
sons and a daughter.

WILLIAM H. HUBBARD, D.D. 
1886 - 1911

 Our seventh pastor, William H. Hubbard, made a strong 
im pact upon Auburn as well as our church with his passion for 
evangelism, his sympathy for the underprivileged and his zeal for 
law enforcement. He was loved by those who agreed with him and 
hated by those upon whose toes he trod. His 25 year pastorate was 
a crusade against liquor and vice of all kinds.
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 Although he was born in Clark County, Kentucky, April 16, 
1851, William H. Hubbard had family roots in Massachusetts. 
He graduated from Amherst College and then started at Andover 
Theological Seminary. Changing after a year, he graduated from 
Princeton Theological Seminary in 1874.

 After several pastorates in Massachusetts, Dr. Hubbard 
ac cepted a call to our church and was installed November 29, 
1886.

 In a letter to a friend written two years before his death, Dr. 
Hubbard summed up his ministry in Auburn: “My work has been 
greatly blest; I have received about 1800 into the membership 
of the church and have been instrumental in raising for its better 
equipment overall, something like $135,000.”

 Dr. Hawley built the new stone church, but Dr. Hubbard 
filled its pews. He recruited new members through his personal 
activity as well as with assistance of evangelists, including two 
from Lon don, England. Ever innovative, Dr. Hubbard devised 
new ways to take the gospel to all kinds of people. He instituted 
“shop meetings” where he preached to mill and factory workers 
during their lunch hour. Making an appeal to the average man, Dr. 
Hubbard introduced a new type of Sunday evening service which 
was very popular for a number of years.

 Music was an important feature of the worship services and on 
one occasion the pipe organ was augmented by the Auburn City 
Band and the Burtis Opera House orchestra.

 Not everyone approved the form of Dr. Hubbard’s ministry, 
asserting the quality of his preaching had suffered and that his 
usefulness as a pastor had diminished. Despite a petition by the 
dissatisfied faction to the Presbytery to dissolve the pastoral 
rela tion, the large majority of the congregation supported Dr. 
Hub bard. Dr. Hubbard remained, but many church members took 
their letters of dismissal to other churches.

 Subsequently, the church solidified its membership by pro-
moting its spiritual life and expanding its social activities. Before 
the end of Dr. Hubbard’s pastorate, the Chapter House was built 
for $40,000, with the cornerstone laid on the date of the church’s
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centennial. A substantial endowment was raised, which has 
bene fitted later generations of church members.

 A composite picture of Dr. Hubbard emerges from photo-
graphs, memories and messages to show what he was like: “He 
was about five feet ten inches in height, and weighed more than 
two hundred pounds. His rugged features and massive frame 
were the physical counterpart of his spirit. He was made for large 
things. He had originality, initiative, administrative ability, energy 
and tenacity. Notwithstanding these great executive qualities, he 
was known best by the people of this church and city for his broad 
sympathies, his benevolence to the poor, his pastoral visitation 
and his evangelistic spirit”.

 During his years in Auburn, Dr. Hubbard was actively 
con nected with the public work of the Presbyterian Church. For 
five years he edited and managed the Assembly Herald, the official 
organ of the Presbyterian Church. In 1911 when he became 
Exec utive Secretary of the Executive Committee he found the 
work too much to be carried on in connection with the pastorate. 
Con sequently, at his request, the pastoral relation was dissolved 
October 31, 1911.

 Dr. Hubbard died in New York City, January 31, 1913 at age 
62. After a brief service there, his remains were brought to Auburn 
and a service held at our church with every available seat taken. 
Interment was at Fort Hill. After the death of Mrs. Hubbard in 
1927, his remains were disinterred and moved to Holyoke, Mass. 
and placed beside hers.

 Mrs. Hubbard was the former Elizabeth Skinner of Holyoke 
and they had three sons.
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The Old Stone Church, Dedicated 1870
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CLASSICAL YEARS
1912-1940



28

Charles Gorman Richards, D.D. (1911-1919)
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CHARLES GORMAN RICHARDS, D.D. 
1911 - 1919

 Following Dr. Hubbard was a difficult task, but Charles 
Gorman Richards served our church well for eight years.

 Dr. Richards was born June 28, 1872 in Pittston, Pa. Gradu ating 
from Princeton in 1897, he taught mathematics for a year before 
entering McCormick Theological Seminary. After gradu ation in 
1901, he accepted a call and was ordained at the Presby terian 
Church in Columbus, Indiana. He stayed five years. Dr. Richards 
came to Auburn after his next pastorate in Sterling, Illinois.

 For a brief time our church had two ministers, with Dr. Richards 
being installed October 5, 1911 and Dr. Hubbard’s official date 
of leaving set for October 31.

 Dr. Richards became actively involved in civic organizations, 
including Red Cross and the Boy Scout movement. During World 
War I, he was a member of the National Service Commission 
of the Presbyterian Church. Continuing his local war efforts, 
he organized Red Cross work and supported the sale of Liberty 
Bonds. In the fall and winter of 1917-18 he acted as volunteer 
chaplain at Camp Devens in Massachusetts.

 During the war, Dr. Richards devoted much time to the fami-
lies of servicemen, there being 165 men from our church in the 
armed services.

 Those who knew him remember Dr. Richards as a handsome 
man of slight build and medium height, with a fair complexion 
and light hair. Although always dignified, carefully and correctly 
dressed, he had a warm, sympathetic, folksy manner and an 
out going personality which made him well liked. He spoke in a 
soft voice and used timely references about events of the day in 
his sermons.

 Since the time of Dr. Hubbard our church had part time 
assistants who were seminary students hired for the winter months 
only. They assisted with Sunday School, Young People’s Society 
and social activities. Permanent assistance in the form of an asso-
ciate pastor started with the installation of Lucian Ware Scott on
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Malcolm L. MacPhail, D.D., Ph.D (1919-1940)
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October 13, 1918. Mr. Scott was a 1914 graduate of Auburn 
Theo logical Seminary. He served with Dr. Richards and stayed 
until 1920.

 Because of his great interest in the New Era Movement of 
the Presbyterian Church, Dr. Richards requested in 1919 that the 
pastoral relation be dissolved to allow him to accept the position 
of Director of the Department of Cooperation between the Boards 
and Agencies. Later on Dr. Richards returned to pastoral work at 
churches in Illinois and New Jersey.

 He died November 16, 1952. Dr. Richards was married to 
Mary Louise McKnight and they had one son and one daughter.

MALCOLM L. MacPHAIL, D.D., Ph.D 
1919 - 1940

 “BRILLIANT PREACHER, WRITER, SCHOLAR; EN-
DEARED HIMSELF TO MANY AND ENJOYED ESTEEM 
OF THE COMMUNITY: THE REV. DR. MALCOLM L. 
MACPHAIL IS DEAD AND AUBURN GRIEVES” proclaimed 
the local newspaper January 7, 1940. This headline summarized 
the man and the ministry of our ninth pastor, Dr. MacPhail. He died 
at age 62 just three weeks after celebrating the 20th anniversary of 
his pastorate at First Presbyterian Church,

 Malcolm L. MacPhail was born at River Denys, Nova Scotia 
on July 11, 1877. Following graduation from the Nova Scotia 
Academy, he entered Franklin College, Ohio and graduated in 
1900. He received another B.A. from Boston University in 1901. 
Continuing his education at Auburn Theological Seminary, he 
graduated in 1904 and accepted a call to the Scotch Presbyterian 
Church in Boston. While in Boston he completed his academic 
work by earning first a Master of Arts degree and then a Ph.D. 
from Harvard. Dr. MacPhail culminated his studies by publish ing 
his book, The Magnetism of the Bible.

 Dr. MacPhail was the first pastor of this church to earn an 
academic Doctor of Philosophy degree. Various colleges had 
granted honorary degrees to six of the previous pastors.
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 From Boston Dr. MacPhail went to Pittsburgh, Pa., serving 
at the First Presbyterian Church, Northside until 1919. He was 
installed as our pastor December 11, 1919 and served until his 
untimely death on January 6, 1940.

 Dr. MacPhail commanded attention in the pulpit. Over six feet 
tall and wearing a formal cutaway coat, his imposing pres ence 
gave authority to scholarly sermons preached in a deep, resonant 
voice. A born leader, he combined intelligence with a strong zeal 
for right and compassion for people.

 All kinds of people liked Dr. MacPhail, who dealt with every-
one in a considerate manner without regard to social position. 
Although reserved and dignified in his somber hued clothes, he 
was a friendly man. His many friends in the community came 
through his desire to be of service to individuals and he gained 
many friendships outside as well as within his own congregation.

 Actively involved in Rotary Club and the building of the 
new Y, M.C.A., he still found time to be a trustee of the Auburn 
Theo logical Seminary. Dr. MacPhail was elected Moderator of 
the Synod of New York 1931-32.

 Young people found a champion in Dr. MacPhail as they 
searched for a place for their social activities. He sponsored the 
first dance ever held in the Chapter House.

 On the 125th anniversary of our church in 1936, Dr. MacPhail 
wrote a history of First Presbyterian Church which was acclaimed 
a masterpiece. This scholarly volume traces the history of the 
church from its founding in early Auburn and has become a 
unique and much valued resource for later generations of church 
members.

 Because. of economic conditions during the depression, Au-
burn Theological Seminary moved in 1939 to New York City to 
become part of Union Theological Seminary. This move bitterly 
disappointed Dr. MacPhail. No one had worked harder than he to 
retain the Seminary in Auburn. Dr. MacPhail realized that the loss 
of the Seminary would profoundly change the nature and mission 
of First Presbyterian Church.

Dr. MacPhail’s wife was Edna Campbell and they had one son, 
Robert Campbell MacPhail, who continued to reside in Auburn.
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A. Paul Wright (1940-1953)
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A. PAUL WRIGHT 
1940 - 1953

 With the election of our first woman elder in 1949, Mr. Wright 
ushered in a new era for First Presbyterian Church. Women be-
came actively involved in the church’s government and mission.

 Born in 1903, in Binghamton, A. Paul Wright was a New Yorker 
by birth and education. He graduated from Syracuse University in 
1926 and continued his education at Union Theo logical Seminary. 
He received his B.D. in 1929 from Union and also received his 
M.A. from Columbia University the same year.

 Mr. Wright’s ordination and installation took place at Second 
Reformed Church in Tarrytown, N.Y. After eleven years there, he 
accepted the call to First Presbyterian Church, Auburn.

 On November 28, 1940, Mr. Wright was installed. He began 
a pas torate which brought comfort to many during World War II 
and which saw improvements made to the church edifice. Metcalf 
Chapel was dedicated on February 23, 1952, making a space for 
small group worship, weddings and funerals. Remodeling of the 
sanctuary included the hanging of ten new light fixtures. Styled 
like Gothic lanterns, they each weighed 200 pounds. After being 
damaged by lightning in September 1947, the 200 foot high stone 
steeple was rebuilt.

 Although women had been eligible for election to office in the 
Presbyterian Church for two decades, our church did not elect a 
woman elder until 1949. This action under Mr. Wright’s leader-
ship heralded greater participation by women in the life of the 
church. Organized into ten circles, the women studied the Bible, 
learned about missions and raised funds with the annual bazaars 
and Harvest Dinners, which often served 300 people.

 Like our previous pastors, Rev. Wright served the local 
community by being affiliated with United Fund, Red Cross, 
Y.M.C.A. and Chamber of Commerce. Besides a term as presi-
dent of Rotary Club, Rev. Wright belonged to the Council 
of Churches, the Ministerial Association and also served as 
Mod erator of Cayuga Presbytery.
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Alexander C. Meakin, D.D. (1953-1958)
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 In 1953, Mr. Wright left our church to become Fund  
Development Officer of the American Bible Society, Pleasantville, 
NY. He held this position for 16 years, retiring to interim 
ministry. 

 He had retired in 1976 with his wife Gertrude to Raleigh, 
North Carolina, to be near their daughter Bettsy and her family. 
Rev. and Mrs. Wright continued active church participation 
at White Memorial Church in Raleigh. Rev. Wright died on  
March 3, 1997.

ALEXANDER C. MEAKIN, D.D. 
1953 - 1958

 Pastoral calling and care as well as expansion of the church 
educational program characterized Dr. Meakin’s five year 
minis try in Auburn.

 Born in Cleveland, Ohio, October 4, 1922, Alexander C. 
Meakin became extremely active in his home church and local 
Presbyterian summer camp. After working in metallurgical 
re search and development, he entered the Army in 1942 and 
served in military administration.

 Following his discharge, Dr. Meakin attended Western Re serve 
University and received his degree in Business Administra tion. 
He then entered Oberlin College Graduate School of Theo logy to 
prepare for the ministry.

 Dr. Meakin was ordained January 29, 1952 by the Presbytery 
of Cleveland. He served the Lyndhurst Community Church in 
suburban Cleveland for almost two years before accepting a call 
to First Presbyterian Church, Auburn.

 After being installed in January 1954, Dr. Meakin applied his 
administrative skills to church management and expansion of the 
Christian Education program. Attendance at worship services 
surged upward, with 1004 people recorded at the Easter service in 
1955. Five separate choirs totaling 140 singers participated in the 
music program. Repair and renovation of the buildings provided 
needed space for expanding classes.
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Ralph H. Wagner (1959-1974)
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 By promoting the will emphasis program, which urged church 
members to remember our church in their wills, Dr. Meakin was 
responsible for later additions to the church endowment and 
scholarship funds.

 Dr. Meakin served as Moderator of Cayuga-Syracuse 
Pres bytery in 1958. He helped develop plans for a Presbytery camp 
and educational center, the forerunner of present day Vander kamp. 
With a small committee, Dr. Meakin also explored the possibility 
of building a retirement home sponsored by the pres bytery. 
Auburn’s Westminster Manor, home for the well elderly, was the 
result of these efforts.

 Despite church and Presbytery demands on his time, Dr. 
Meakin was also active in local community service.

 Near the end of 1958, Dr. Meakin returned to Ohio, accepting 
a call to the Covenant Presbyterian Church in Springfield. Five 
years later the College of Wooster honored him with the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity. Dr. Meakin was also named “Ohio Synod 
Centennial Preacher” for Wooster’s centennial observance.

 Since 1967, Dr. Meakin has served as Senior Pastor of the 
Parma-South Presbyterian Church, Parma Heights, Ohio.

 He married Janet Dexter of Wethersfield, Connecticut while 
in seminary. They had three children: a son, Thomas and twin 
daughters, Anne and Margaret. At the end of 1987, Dr. Meakin 
retired from his ministry at Parma-South, remaining in Ohio and 
continuing to spend summers in Alexandria Bay, New York. 
He was a board member of the Great Lakes Historical Society 
beginning in 1967, and wrote several articles and books about the 
history of Great Lakes shipping.  Dr. Meakin died in 1999 and is 
buried at the Old Stone Church in Cleveland. 

RALPH H. WAGNER 
1959 - 1974

 During his 15 year ministry, Ralph H. Wagner was a leader in 
the local ecumenical movement and ushered in a new era of social 
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awareness at First Presbyterian Church. When he returned as 
guest preacher in May 1987 for the 175th Anniversary celebration, 
Mr. Wagner recalled the tumultuous 60’s: “We walked through 
a lot of turmoil together in those years ... considering the major 
controversial issues with which we were dealing as a nation 
in those days, we could not have been truly alive and not have 
disagreement. But we could speak the truth, as we understood it, 
to one another in love, and together offer a strong witness to the 
community, because we lived and worked on strong foundations”.

 Mr. Wagner was born March 5, 1925 in Jersey City, NJ and 
was raised in that state and Pennsylvania. After high school 
graduation in Warren, PA., he served in the U.S. Navy three years 
and then attended The College of Wooster. He graduated in 1951 
and married Joan Jekel of Buffalo, NY. Completing his educa tion 
at Western Theological Seminary (now Pittsburgh Semi nary), Mr. 
Wagner was ordained by the Cleveland Presbytery in 1954. His 
first church was Union Presbyterian Church, North Kingsville, 
Ohio, which he served four years before accepting the call to 
Auburn. The Wagners’ daughters, Kathryn and Elizabeth (known 
as Kit and Betsy) were born in Etna, PA. and North Kingsville, 
respectively.

 Ralph Wagner was installed at our church March 11, 1959. He 
and Joan immersed themselves in the work of our church, making 
many changes involving people, programs and projects during the 
ensuing years. Both Wagners served as counselors at Presbytery 
camps and as teachers in the Released-Time Religious Education 
Program. Joan Wagner was also a church school teach er, member 
of the choir and the Steeple Belles, as well as being active in the 
Women’s Association, Church Women United and Presbyterial.

 Mr. Wagner worked closely with Msgr. Cuffney of St. Mary’s 
Church in arranging ecumenical services and small group meet-
ings to further better relations between Protestants and Catholics. 
950 people attended Auburn’s first ecumenical service for all 
denominations on Sunday, May 15, 1966 at St. Mary’s Church.

 Under Mr. Wagner’s leadership First Presbyterian Church 
opened its meeting rooms to non-profit community service groups. 
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For example, the Prison Hospitality Center’s Board got its start in 
the Chapter House.

 More women were elected as elders and they started serving 
communion along with the men in 1969.

 The music program was enhanced by the addition of an 
elec tronic carillon in 1966. Located in the steeple, it could be 
played by the organist as well as chiming the hours from eight AM 
to eight PM Another memorial gift, two octaves of handbells, led 
to the formation of the Steeple Belles, women’s handbell choir. 
The bells and Belles have continued as an integral part of the 
music program since 1971.

 In 1967 the church sanctuary was redecorated with memorial 
funds. This included the installation of new stained glass windows 
which Mr. Wagner, Associate Pastor Richard Kuenkler and their 
committee spent many hours planning. The Henry Keck Studios 
of Syracuse, under the direction of Stanley Worden, designed 
and manufactured these beautiful windows in glowing colors, 
depict ing major scenes from the Old and New Testaments.

 Just before Christmas 1971, a disastrous fire in the boiler 
room badly damaged the Social Room, leading to its subsequent 
redecoration.

 A worse disaster occurred April 5, 1973, when the steeple 
collapsed and fell, destroying the organ, choir loft and west end 
of the sanctuary. The organist was practicing at the time, but 
miraculously escaped with minor injuries. Neighboring churches, 
especially St. Luke’s, rallied around with offers of help and space 
for services and meetings. The whole community also responded 
to our disaster. Fortunately, services could be held in the Chapter 
House and it became the new center of our church life.

 Following many months of indecision, discussion and dissen-
sion over what course to take, a decision was reached. Instead 
of merging with another Presbyterian Church or disbanding 
com pletely, First Presbyterian would rebuild. The congregation 
voted to build a new church, but on a new site because construction 
of the arterial was decreasing the size of the Franklin Street lot.
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 Through all the years of national and local turmoil, Mr. 
Wagner exhibited great patience and compassion and always gave 
the utmost in pastoral comfort to his church members in times of 
personal crisis.

 Mr. Wagner served as Moderator of Cayuga-Syracuse 
Pres bytery and was chairman of the Planning Committee for 
West minster Manor. Subsequently he was president of the 
Manor’s Board.

 His activities in Auburn included being president of Auburn 
Area Council of Churches and founder and president of Cayuga 
County Action Program. Mr. Wagner also served on the Board of 
Directors of Auburn Y. M.C.A., Salvation Army and N.A.A.C. P.

 In the Spring of 1974, Rev. Wagner accepted a call to the 
West Side Presbyterian Church, Ridgewood, NJ to become Parish 
Minister with responsibility for the church’s pastoral ministries 
and new member recruitment.

 In 1988, the Wagners moved to Venice, Florida where Ralph 
became Minister of Visitation, a part time ministry with Venice 
Presbyterian Church. Ralph retired on January 28, 2001 from 
Venice Presbyterian Church. He and his wife Joan continue to 
live in Florida, where both of their daughters now also live. They 
remain in touch with their many friends in First Presbyterian 
Church in Auburn.

Bell saved after steeple fall, April 5, 1973
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Dennis J. Haines, D. Min. (1975-1995)
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DENNIS J. HAINES, D. MIN. 
1975-1995

 Dennis J. Haines was born and raised on Army bases, starting 
with his birth September 6, 1941 at Ft. Monroe, Va. He attended 
schools in northern Illinois, Texas and Japan. Following high 
school graduation in Harvard, Ill., he attended the University of 
Dubuque, Dubuque, Iowa.

 In 1962 he married fellow student, Donna Groote from 
Grundy Center, Iowa. They both graduated the next year and 
then moved to Pittsburgh, Pa., where Dennis entered Pittsburgh 
Seminary.

 Graduating in 1966, Dr. Haines was ordained May 15 that year 
at First Presbyterian Church, Harvard, Ill. His first parish was 
Ebenezer Presbyterian Church, Ellsworth, Minn. (1967-1970). 
After serving this church three years, he accepted a call to First 
Presbyterian Church, Baldwin, Wis. (1970-75). When the Haines 
family moved to Baldwin, they had two sons, Daniel and David. 
Their daughter, Darla, was born in Baldwin.

 While at the Baldwin church, Dr. Haines supervised the 
addi tion of a sanctuary to the Christian Education building. His 
com munity involvement included working at a nearby Alcoholism 
Treatment Center in New Richmond, Wisconsin.

 Dr. Haines accepted the call to our church and was installed as 
pastor April 27, 1975. He immediately participated in all phases 
of the church life, giving enthusiastic support to every group and 
project.

 Donna Haines also participated fully as a choir member, bell 
ringer, church school teacher and piano player whenever needed. 
She helped initiate the Young Life weekday program and started 
the Supper Circle for working women. This group provided a 
catered meal, fellowship and opportunities for service to a group 
which had not been reached before.

 On May 18, 1975, the congregation met at 112 South Street 
to break ground for the new church to be built on the recently 
purchased south portion of the former Case mansion property.
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 Designed by architect, John Y. Critchley and built by Foster 
and Staples, general contractors, the new structure of natural 
wood cost $550,000. Its contemporary design features seating 
for 250 in the sanctuary with an overflow seating capacity of 
250 in the adjoining Board and Social Rooms. The stained glass 
windows from the old church were redesigned to fit the north and 
west walls of the sanctuary, while a new sculptured metal cross 
by Arlene Abend was added to the chancel. Besides its energy 
efficient design, the new building provides easy access for people 
with disabilities. The first service was held there in March 1976 
and the church was dedicated June 13, 1976.

 In the early days of his pastorate, Dr. Haines concentrated on 
reconciliation of church members who had become alienated. 
Improving church administration and rebuilding the Christian 
Education program have been other goals he has attained. 
First Presbyterian Church continued its strong witness to the 
Au burn community by providing a meeting place for many 
non profit groups, such as Alcoholics Anonymous and by 
supporting with mission funds local projects, such as SCAT Van 
and Comfortcare Hospice.

 It saddened many church members and friends to see the old 
stone church and Chapter House demolished the following year. 
The property was sold, closing a 165 year chapter of church life at 
the corner of Franklin and North Streets.

 Meanwhile, with Dr. Haines’s guidance, another project was 
taking shape. The church had purchased the rest of the Case 
property, including the mansion and helped organize Unity House 
of Cayuga Co., Inc. Unity House would function as a halfway 
house for people coming out of mental institutions. The building 
was remodeled and renovated to comply with state codes, certi-
fied by the NYS Department of Mental Hygiene and opened for 
business in 1977. Members of our church serve on the Board of 
Directors along with others from the community. First Presbyterian 
Church owns the building and rents it to Unity House, Inc. for 
$1 per year, providing a much needed service to the community. 
Unity House has many other locations as well and serves over 750 
clients a day in several counties
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 Dr. Haines initiated a new Bible study, The Bethel Series, after 
taking a two week orientation course in Madison, Wisconsin. 
Between the fall of 1980 and 1988, more than 100 people 
participated in some phase of this Bible study.

 Another innovation by Dr. Haines was the weekly TV ministry 
with his video-taped sermons and choir music broadcast by the 
local cablevision station as a service to shut-ins.

 Looking for a new challenge, Dr. Haines enrolled in the two-
year Doctor of Ministry in Church Administration program given 
by McCormick Seminary. For five years he attended classes on a 
part-time basis and wrote his thesis on TV Ministries. His de gree, 
Doctor of Ministry, was granted in June 1985.

 As a result of his studies, Dr. Haines guided our church in 
a smooth transition from two boards, Session and Trustees, to 
the unicameral system of government. Although the unicameral 
system had been proposed in the past, it was not accepted until 
1984. Gradu ally phased in, the transition to a unicameral system 
was com pleted in January 1987 with twelve Elder-Trustees 
holding office.

 In Auburn, Dr. Haines has served his community as an active 
member and president of Rotary Club and the Auburn Interfaith 
Ministry. He has been president of the Board of Directors of 
Westminster Manor and served as Treasurer of the West minster 
Village (retirement village) project.

 On the Presbytery level, Dr. Haines served on the Candidates 
Committee, Committee on Ministry and was a commissioner to the 
General Assembly in 1984. He was also a delegate to the Synod of 
the Northeast and on the Synod Vocations Agency Board.

 In 1995 Dr. Haines was called to First Presbyterian Church 
of Utica. In 2003, he retired to interim ministry. He and his wife 
Donna live in Missouri and are in touch with their many friends in 
First Presbyterian Church. They are returning in 2011 for the 200 
year anniversary weekend of July 14 through 17. 
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Reverend Gerald (Jerry) Rife, (1999-2004)
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REV. GERALD (JERRY) RIFE 
1999-2004

 Between 1995 and 1999 the church was ably served by tem-
porary pastors. Rev. Gerald A. (Jerry) Rife was called as pastor in 
1999. Rev. Rife was a very effective youth pastor and worked to 
improve church operations. At the time of the September 11, 2001 
attacks on the United States, Rev. Rife led special services that 
resulted in new members joining the church and brought comfort 
to the community.

 Jerry Rife was born on November 17, 1946. He attended 
McDowell High School in Erie, Pennsylvania and the University 
of Pittsburgh, graduating with a bachelor of arts degree in 
political science and history. He  graduated from the Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary with a Master of Divinity degree in 1971. 
Rev. Rife was received into the Presbytery of Northern New York 
in 1973 and ordained in 1974.

 Before coming to First Presbyterian Church, Rev. Rife’s 
ministry took him to churches in Port Henry and Canesteo, 
New York. He served also at the First Presbyterian Church in 
Aberdeen, South Dakota; at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Groton, South Dakota; and the UCC Congregational Church 
at Columbia, South Dakota. Rev. Rife has been employed in 
many endeavors, including cowboy, road worker, college and 
high school football coach, farmer, commodity trader, financial 
advisor, and real estate appraiser and sales person, but in his words 
“My greatest love and my primary calling is as a Minister of the 
Word…the call of the Lord pulls at me and I must answer.”

 Rev. Rife played football at the University of Pittsburgh and 
his community service has included coaching college football as 
a volunteer. He has also served on a school board and as a leader 
in many school groups including the PTA. He has served on the 
Presbytery Council in South Dakota and as chair of committees 
including the Self Development of People. He was a delegate 
to the General Assembly in 1993. While in Auburn, Rev. Rife 
served on the Hospice of the Finger Lakes pastoral advisory 
committee. Rev. Rife is an avid outdoorsman and golfer and plays 
the trombone.

 During Rev. Rife’s pastorate the church continued its Unity 
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Reverend Eileen J. Winter
2009-
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House mission and intensified support for the Calvary Food 
Pantry founded in 1985 by Calvary Presbyterian Church with the 
help of other churches, and now incorporated independently. In 
1999, Rev. Janet Newman, who had been under the care of the 
church as an inquirer, was ordained in First Presbyterian Church, 
the last of many ministers ordained in the church to date and the 
first woman ordained there. On September 17, 2000 a new Allen 
organ was dedicated, replacing the one installed when the 
building was new in 1977.

 Rev. Rife was called in 2004 to First Presbyterian Church in 
Marengo, Iowa, where he continues to serve. Rev. Rife and his 
wife Laura Lynn (Laurie) have a blended family of five grown 
children, Nathan, Joshua, Abe, Brian, and Sara.

REV. EILEEN J. WINTER 
2009-

 Rev. Eileen J. Winter first came to First Presbyterian as the 
temporary supply pastor in May 2008 to shepherd the church 
through the last few months of its search for a new pastor. The 
search ended with a twist when she was installed as the next pastor 
on March 22, 2009.

 Pastor Eileen brings wide and deep experience to Auburn. 
Among the first women to be ordained in the Reformed Church 
in America, she learned how to combine study of Scripture with 
current issues as a guide to action. In campus ministry, first at 
Rutgers University as Director of the United Campus Ministry for 
four denominations (1978-1985) and then at Ithaca College as the 
Protestant Chaplain (1989-2001), she interacted with the whole 
campus community as well as the local churches, seminaries, and 
social services agencies, connecting Christians for worship and 
service. Rev. Winter served on various campus committees as well 
as denominational and local agency boards, and supervised up to 
seven seminarians a year. Some program highlights of those years 
include a life-changing (for students and chaplain) mission trip to 
Nicaragua co-sponsored with local Presbyterians, a ten PM prayer 
and music worship that grew to fill the chapel and become wholly 
student-run, Habitat for Humanity and denominational disaster  
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relief mission trips, local and regional retreats, and the develop-
ment of strong student leadership and a dedicated board of direc-
tors. 

 From campus ministry, Pastor Eileen moved to interim min-
istry, serving churches in Colorado Springs, CO; Delmar, NY; 
Chester, NJ; and Winnetka, IL from 2001-2008. These churches 
ranged from small to large and poor to rich, with a wide variety of 
resources, opportunities and challenges. Though the experiences 
and resources developed are wide and deep, Pastor Eileen sees 
relationships as the true treasures of all her ministries.

 Pastor Eileen was born in Chicago, and grew up in Cicero, 
Illinois. She received her education at Hope College in Holland, 
Michigan, graduating magna cum laude in 1972. She received 
her M. Div from New Brunswick Theological Seminary, New 
Brunswick, NJ, in 1978, with honors. She also completed 30 hours 
of coursework toward a Ph.D. in Religion at Syracuse University. 
Rev. Winter was ordained into the ministry on June 24, 1979. 

 Pastor Eileen loves to read everything from theology and 
a range of non-fiction to fictional fluff. She dabbles in arts and 
crafts, sewing, card-making, and wheel-thrown pottery. She loves 
music. travel, and spending time with her extended family in the 
Chicago area, her daughter, Katie, a teacher in the Washington, 
DC area, and her ever-growing circle of friends. 

 Rev. Winter prefers to lead ministry as opportunities and 
directions emerge organically from within the congregation and 
from the community. In the two years Pastor Eileen has been 
installed, the church has initiated a Saturday night contemporary 
service, greater use of chancel drama in worship, an annual 
Tailgate Sale, adult Bible and book studies, Lenten cooperation 
with Auburn United Methodist Church, and hosted clergy 
lunches. It also continues its close cooperation with such organi-
zations as the Calvary Food Pantry and Unity House. The latest 
challenge will be to find new uses for the Case Mansion next door 
as Unity House is moving out. Reports in the future will either tell 
how the money from the sale of the mansion has been used for 
mission or how the mansion itself is being put to God’s use.
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

 The history of Auburn First Presbyterian Church would not 
be complete without recognizing the roles played by the women 
members.  For the first 138 years only the men held leadership 
positions as elders who set church policy and trustees who handled 
the finances. Women formed the backbone of the church serving 
as educators teaching Sunday school classes and leading youth 
groups and their own organizations.  Others were volunteer choir 
members, hand bell ringers, assisted with flower arranging, and 
prepared special meals for church events.  They gave strong 
support to the mission of the church through Bible classes and 
mission studies.  They also organized and participated in fundraising 
events such as bake sales, rummage sales, and the annual church 
bazaar.  

 In 1949 this church elected its first woman elder.  Marion 
Brodt (Mrs.Leonard) had the honor of being the first.  She was 
followed by Mrs. Reece Humphrey, Billie Cullen (Mrs. James), 
Fannie Ward (Mrs. George), Gladys Ramsey (Mrs. Edward), 
Marion Short (Mrs. Harold), and Evelyn Dunlop.  One woman 
per year was elected to the Session for a number of years.  In 
1969 women elders attained equal status with the men by joining 
in serving communion to the congregation.  The first two women 
servers were Edith Drennen and this writer.  The proportion of 
women to men changed gradually over the years until they were 
equally represented.  

 Many of the women members of the church were also active 
volunteers in the community.  Their presence was notable in areas 
such as schools, hospitals, Red Cross, food pantries and Meals-
on-Wheels.  We especially remember: Mary Willis (Mrs. Eldrich) 
who taught Sunday school classes for girls, Bible and mission 
studies.  She organized the YAFs (Young Adult Fellowship) 
during World War II especially as support for young women whose 
men were away serving in the Armed Forces. Mrs. Effie Voorhees 
taught girls’ Sunday school classes for 15 years.   She and Miss 
Edith Armitage strongly supported mission giving.  Remembering 
long meetings sitting on hard folding chairs, Mrs. Voorhees left 
money in her will for 100 padded folding chairs.  Fannie Ward 
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(Mrs. George) was known for her decorating skills, especially 
with flowers.   Billie Cullen and Betty Critchley (Mrs. John) were 
very active leaders in the Women’s Association.  Besides, having 
informative programs, they raised money through bake sales, 
bazaars, and second mile giving.  The money they raised was 
shared with the women’s Cayuga-Syracuse Presbyterial and local 
charities.  Miss Cora King bequeathed a generous sum of money 
to the church for college scholarships, which has benefited many 
students.

Verna MacKay’s organizing skills were most evident in connec-
tion with the annual Harvest Dinner.  She solicited food items, 
especially homemade pies from the YAF members.  Nina and 
Harry Short cooked whole turkeys at this dinner and cooked many 
other dinners.  Luella McCabe had a special talent for creating and 
maintaining costumes used in pageants and plays.  The women 
enjoyed the fellowship of working together and had fun at various 
church activities such as picnics, parties and dances.  Late in his 
pastorate Dr. MacPhail finally relented to allow church dances.  
He kept an eagle eye on the dancers and promptly at eleven PM 
he turned the lights up bright ending the dance.  

A few more to remember include Helen Hogan, who assisted in 
the church office for many years.  Margery Eadie (Mrs. Gordon) 
established a support group for Alzheimer patients and families 
and a respite center for them and their caretakers.   

We had a series of temporary pastors serving between the installed 
pastors and all of them were men.  Breaking the gender barrier in 
2007, we elected our first woman, Janet Newman as the interim 
pastor for eighteen months, Janet had originally been our Chris-
tian Education Director and then studied at Colgate-Rochester 
seminary to become a pastor.    

Our church women have always responded to the needs of the 
church and the community.  We give thanks for all those women 
and men who have served and those who currently continue to 
show their devotion.

Elder Betsy Walter 
June, 2011
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THE CHURCH IS THE PEOPLE

 In the Sunday School, the little children are taught the chorus:

“The Church is not a building 
The Church is not a steeple 
The Church is the People”

 The truth of the chorus has been spelled out in the preceding 
pages of history detailing the ministry of these pastors and people 
the past 200 years. The memories and names of 50 year members 
and the stories of women in the church are further testimony. To 
complete our history a word is added about the three buildings that 
have housed the people of God, and been called First Presbyterian 
Church.
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AS OF JULY 14, 2011

Joined

1929 Fred Atkins*

1932 Adele Bockstedt

1934 Eleanor Jordan*

1935 Gertrude Bench 
 Esther Champlin 
 rejoined 1982

1938 Alan Drennen 
 Marion Cunningham

1941 Victor Fandrich

1942 Barbara Botsford 
 Jane Balian

1944 Clyde Monroe 
 Marilyn Fandrich

1945 Dorothy Noble

1946 Harold L. Short

1947 Evelyn Osborn

1950 Lorraine Weir

Members
Years or More

Joined

1953 Jeannette Chappell

1954 Evelyn Jordan 
 Clifford Jordan 
 Martha MacKay

1955 Barbara Estep 
 Ronald Estep 
 John Turney 
 David Atkins

1956 C. Diane Hicks 
 Marjorie Rowoth 
 Joyce Short 
 Betsy Walter

1957 Bev Hassler 
 George Hassler 
 Jane Sinclair 
 David Sinclair

1958 Deanna Flanigan

1959 Barbara May

1960 Martha Quigley
*Deceased

50
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MEMORIES

DAVID ATKINS (1955 –      )
When I was a youth, the church was a part of my life.  I sang in 
the choir, attended Sunday school, and ushered.  I was a member 
of Boy Scout Troop Number One.  When I was older, I became 
a Deacon and a member of Session.  I am still active, ushering, 
serving communion and being lay liturgist.  This is the only church 
I have known and I have no plans to change.

ADELE BOCKSTEDT (1932 –      )
At the age of three or four, I was introduced to the Bible stories 
and public speaking by Miss Marian Tripp, the Sunday School 
teacher for the Cradle Roll.  She featured the cradle rollers in 
the Sunday morning worship service.  I remember telling the 
congregation my unique version of the Christmas story!

The music opportunities in the church were particularly memo-
rable for me.  My parents, my sister Betty Jane and I were all 
enthusiastic members of the choir.  We sang under the direction 
of such inspiring musicians as Earl Evans and Ralph Ewing.  Mr. 
Ewing’s annual presentation of the Messiah, culminating in the 
Hallelujah chorus, with Louis McCarthy at the organ, was an 
unforgettable experience.

GERTRUDE BENCH (1935 –      )
First Presbyterian Church has meant a lot to me these 76 years as a 
member. I remember when the church steeple fell. It was very sad. 
We built a new church on South Street using the windows from 
our old church. In the late 1980’s, we started a prayer group with 
Rev. Haines. Initially, there was Marjorie Eadie, Verla Newman, 
Joyce Short and myself with Rev. Haines attending nearly every 
meeting.

I am happy living at this facility (Fingerlakes Center for Living). 
My children Carol (Jack) in PA, Susan (Hank) in ME, and Roy 
(Susanne) in Auburn come to visit me. Auburn is a nice place to live.

BARBARA BOTSFORD (1942 –      )
I have been a life-long member of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Auburn NY on both North St and the present location.  Although, I 
have lived in other cities, and attended other churches at that time, 
I never transferred my membership.  
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I was baptized as Barbara Louise, and my parents stood next to a 
baby named Barbara Louise Larkin, who is still a very dear friend 
of mine, living in Maine.  Since she was married, she has been a 
Methodist.

Back in the days, pews were assigned.  Our pew was the third 
from the back, which was very convenient for my father to be 
able to help with the collections.  When the decision was made to 
remove the last two rows of pews, we then sat in the last pew.  As 
a result, I have always been more comfortable sitting in the last 
row of any church, or at least near the back.

My father was an active officer, both Deacon and Elder and my 
mother was treasurer of the Women’s Association.  Women in 
those days were not officers in the church.  

The church on North St. was a beautiful gothic edifice, seating 
close to a thousand people when the balcony was used.  Dr. 
MacPhail was the minister during many of the years when I was 
growing up.  He lived in the rectory on the present arterial.

During my school years, we were associated with a missionary 
family who was active in India.  I can remember how excited 
we were when they were coming home on leave and would visit 
Auburn.  The Parkers (missionaries) had two or three daughters.  
They were an impressive family.  

When the Auburn Seminary moved to New York City, the church 
was not as active and the membership decreased.  One department 
of the seminary continued to be called “The Auburn Seminary,” 
even after they moved to New York City.

Addendum
As a teenager at First Presbyterian Church, prior to December 7th 
1941, I looked forward to a week long church conference for young 
people at Well’s College in Aurora, NY.  The faculty included John 
Hamlin, Martha McConnell Henderson, and a very popular and 
charming Japanese gentleman from California. He was born in the 
US, but his parents were born in Japan.  We always wondered whether 
he and his family were moved to secluded camps thinking they might 
be associated with the bombing at Pearl Harbor, but we never heard 
about them.  We always enjoyed this week in the summer, which 
unfortunately was discontinued with the beginning of WW II.  
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ESTHER CHAMPLIN (1935 –      )
In 1930, my father’s job brought our family to Auburn.  A friend 
invited us to come to her church, First Presbyterian.  My sister 
Georgia and I became active in the choir, and I remember having 
to memorize many Bible verses.  I joined the church in 1935 and 
married Ken in 1946.  We raised our 5 children in the church.  

My fondest memories are of the many committees and jobs we 
held over the years.  Young adult fellowship, Sunday school 
teacher, Deacon, Women’s Association, Couples Club, Session, 
and SCAT Van to mention a few.  

I will always remember the many people: Rev Meakin, Rev 
Stookey, Rev. Wagner, Rev. MacPhail, and the many people who 
supported us thru our daughter Tari’s death.  

I was blessed to be able to teach Sunday school and youth fellow-
ship.  I hope that the young people I taught will carry on in our 
footsteps, serving the Lord.

JEANNETTE CHAPPELL (1953 –      )
Our church has been an ever present source of healing, comfort, 
inspiration and study toward a more meaningful life through the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The “old” church saw baptism of our three daughters, participa-
tion in YAF (Young Adult Fellowship), circle study, fellowship, 
suppers, coffee hours with Jo Seigfred and my daughters.

A more active role at our church began after I retired – Hubbard 
Class, Supper Circle under Donna Haines’ leadership until 
Dennis and Donna moved on.  Dorothy Noble has been leading us 
ever since.  Also a closer relationship with pastors: Dennis Haines, 
the interims, Jerry Rife, and Eileen Winter.

I was also able to take part in Prayer Group on Monday mornings, 
adult Sunday school, and numerous study groups.
Thankfully in His Service.

MARION CUNNINGHAM (1938 –      )
I have fond memories of the huge stone church with the beauti-
ful stained glass windows that used to be on Franklin Street.  In 
first or second grade, Marion Short Mappes invited me to come 
to Sunday School.  We both attended Lincoln School at that time.  
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When I was twelve years old, my parents and I joined the church.  
Dr. Malcom MacPhail was minister at the time.

In the early 1940’s, I attended two of the church conferences held 
at Wells College in Aurora and enjoyed the experience.  I was 
active in YAF’s for several years also.  I feel blessed to have been 
a part of the many activities at First Presbyterian Church for so 
many years.

AL DRENNEN (1938 –      )
Back in the 1930’s, Dr. Malcolm MacPhail was minister. He was 
a real popular man.  One thing I remembered about his preaching 
was he’d say a sentence and pause long enough for you to repeat 
it in your mind. On Boy Scout night he’d always show up to say 
hello to all the scouts.  I never remember him driving a car much, 
always walking. 

On hot summer days the firemen always sat out in chairs (no TV 
to watch).  Dr. MacPhail would always cross the street and chat 
with them.  They thought he was the greatest.  In those days, my 
dad was a trustee.  I can remember dad and other officers trying to 
get enough money to buy the next train car load of coal to store in 
the basement of the church.  If I remember correctly, it took 2 or 3 
car loads for the heating season.

At sermon time most of the lights were turned off to save electric-
ity.  One of the early sexton’s sons used to fly bass wood gliders in 
the church.  One was in the chandelier for years.  

BARBARA ESTEP (1955 –      )
In March 1953 Ron’s job brought us to Auburn. In June our first 
son was born followed by our second son the next June. We 
knew no one in the city so it was a very lonely few years until we 
purchased the home next door to Georgia (Stieler) Murphy. 
Georgia invited us to visit her church, First Presbyterian, on 
Franklin Street. Having been raised and married in Presbyterian 
Churches, all we needed was that invitation.

Our first Sunday, after settling our two young sons in the child 
care room, we went into the Sanctuary and found a seat. Shortly 
after, an older gentleman came and stood in the aisle and firmly 
told us “You are sitting in my pew!”
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It took a while, but we gradually began to feel that 1st Pres. was 
our church home. Our 3 sons enjoyed the Sunday School and 
youth activities, and we became more active and involved with 
both the men’s and women’s groups, church diners, Deacons, 
Elders, Finance boards.

After the tragedy of the steeple fall, Ron served on the committee 
struggling with the decision to merge with the other Presbyterian 
churches or go it alone. He fought long and hard to save and incor-
porate the stained glass windows in the new church when many 
preferred to dispose of them.

While we never did learn who the gentleman was that first Sunday, 
many, many others made us feel welcome and the warm, caring, 
compassionate members of the church, along with the spiritual 
leadership of the pastors, has filled our lives with God’s blessings. 
We have never regretted moving to another pew and choosing to 
return the next week!

DEANNA FLANIGAN (1958 –      )
I was baptized at First Presbyterian in 1945 and became a 
member in 1958.  In 1986, our church was going thru hard times 
with dwindling membership. 

 We had hired a new Christian Ed director, Marcia Hale, and she 
called my mother and I into her office and proposed that we form a 
committee to stitch forty or so costumes for that year’s Christmas 
pageant.  

We agreed, knowing we had nowhere near that many children.  
We spent many weekends cutting out fabric to pass along to a 
wonderful group of ladies to help us stitch them up.  The day of 
the pageant, lo and behold, nearly every costume was used.  

Our church has had many ups and downs, but the faith and positive 
attitude of our members will always be my greatest memory.

ELEANOR JORDAN (1934 – 2011)
I especially remember my mother Eva Jordan’s funeral in April, 
1973. The next day the steeple fell in our old church.  Church was 
held in the Chapter House prior to building a new church.

In the fifties, the Sunday before Christmas, the church held a 
candlelight service with beautiful music.  Lovely memories.
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CLYDE (SONNY) MONROE (1944 –      )
I was very fortunate to be a part of 80 years of history of First 
Presbyterian Church.  The memories of joining the church in about 
1943.  Remembering our youth group with Martha Henderson 
back in 1946 and 1947- how she encouraged us to do things with 
the church group.  A lot of good memories all through the years 
with our minister.

DOROTHY NOBLE (1945 –      )
Originally, my family, including my mother, brother and I 
belonged to St. Luke’s Church.  My father’s family belonged to 
First Presbyterian.  In 1943, my brother Robert Short wanted to 
join with his friends, Troop #1 Boy Scouts at First Presbyterian.

After I heard from my brother about all the interesting programs 
the church offered, I pleaded with my parents to let me join that 
church so that I could enjoy them also.  It was then 1945 and I 
was 15.

I attended the Sunday School, which was taught by Ann Ostrander. 
As a teacher, she was very firm and well versed in the Bible.  We 
were given important passages and verses to memorize, and were 
expected to come prepared the following Sunday to recite them.  
Because of her expectations, I learned that the Bible was a great 
source of direction for the rest of my life.

Along with Sunday School, I became involved in the Youth Group, 
Girl Scouts, and Youth Choir. That was when fun started with a 
good friend, Marilyn (McEntee) Fandrich.  We have remained 
close friends for 68 years.

First Presbyterian Church has always been a source of direction 
toward helping me to be a good friend as well as being able to lead 
a Christian directed life.

HAROLD SHORT (1946 –      )
Sixty five years ago, I became a member of First Presbyterian 
Church, North Street. With encouragement and a little pressure 
from my parents, I became active in the youth group.  Our leader 
was Martha (McConnell) Henderson.  We had activities such as 
sledding and sleigh rides with horse and sleigh, etc.

An event I won’t forget was when some missionaries returned 
from China.  They prepared Chinese food for our group and I was 
ill the rest of the night.  
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Mr. Acker was our Sunday School teacher and as we entered our 
teen years, he gave each boy a razor for Christmas.  Our church 
provided good social direction for our lives. 

JANE SINCLAIR (1957 –      )
My earliest memories of First Presbyterian Church are being 
in the Chapter House on Franklin St. at the wedding of my Aunt 
Ruth Sealy, marrying Beecher Pflummerfelt.  She kept her 
wedding outfit many years.  It was a navy blue wool suit with a 
short cape trimmed with fur. Very stylish.

I remember joining the church when I was thirteen and in the 
communicants class of 1940. In October, 1950 when David and I 
were married, my father escorted me down that long aisle.  Rev. 
Wright was our minister then.

I remember teaching Sunday School during the 60’s and sometimes 
helping Irene Granger in the office, typing up the Treasurer’s 
report for the monthly trustees meeting.

Our daughters were both married at First Presbyterian Church.  
Our most recent wedding was our granddaughter in October, 2010 
when Emily Cadwallader became Mrs. Michael Cameron.

BETSY WALTER (1956 –      )
Remembering Frank Pethel  – Minister of Music (1956-1960)
Frank’s ministry with our church included playing the organ and 
conducting the adult Chancel Choir and children’s choirs. When 
the children arrived after school for choir practice, he played 
games with them outdoors so they could work off some of their 
excess energy.  They had fun and did well at practice afterwards.  
He had an infectious laugh and a wonderful way with children.

His wife, Tootsie, sang in the choir and played the chimes at one 
of the Christmas vesper services.
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Calvary Presbyterian Church
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THE COLONIAL CHURCH 
1817-1869

 The first church building was a beautiful white frame struc ture 
“of the Corinthian Order”. The church cost $17,000,to build and 
was dedicated on March 5, 1817.

 In her Recollections of My Early Life in Auburn, Deborah Dill 
Bronson, daughter of early settler Robert Dill, writes:

 “I recall perfectly the building of the First Presbyterian Church 
in 1815 and 1816, for after school hours we children frequently 
walked down there to watch the carpenters, or to obtain some 
of the large shavings which were constantly falling from their 
planes.”

 …“There was a very good choir in the new church when 
completed, the first by the way, ever organized in Auburn and we 
used to occasionally be allowed to attend service there where we 
greatly enjoyed the singing” .. .

 “James S. Seymour arrived in Auburn in 1817 to be cashier 
of Bank of Auburn. On his first Sunday in Auburn, Mr. Seymour 
attended the new First Presbyterian Church, which had just opened 
for service. He became literally attached to the church because ‘the 
new white paint had not sufficiently hardened on the back of the 
high square pew he occupied, and seriously mar red his new suit of 
black broadcloth.’” (From Recollections of My Early Life in Auburn, 
Vol. 6 of Collections of Cayuga Co. Historical Society, 1888).

 The building was given by the Trustees of First Presbyterian 
Church to the Lansing Street mission for a Sunday School. Having 
been moved to the corner of Franklin and Capitol streets and 
rebuilt on land owned by James S. Seymour, it became Calvary 
Presbyterian Church. Although the church dissolved in 2007, it 
continues to be the home of the Calvary Food Pantry.
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Seymour Chapel 1869, Later Calvary Presbyterian Church 
Photo courtesy of Cayuga Museum
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THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH 
1870-1973

 This great Gothic church building was built in 1870 at a cost 
of $140,000 and dedicated December 20, 1870. Many will long 
remember its magnificent steeple and its black walnut pulpit and 
pews. Later, during the church’s centennial, the Chapter House 
was built and housed the expanding Christian Education pro gram. 
The years in the stone church saw the congregation achieve its 
largest number of members. On April 5th, 1973, on a clear night, 
a lightning bolt struck the steeple and it fell, destroying the church 
and building. The organist was in choir loft playing, beneath the 
steeple, and survived. No one was seriously injured. 

 After the dust settled, the pulpit Bible fell open at Lamentations 
Chapter 2: “He has laid waste his dwelling like a garden; he has 
destroyed his place of meeting.” The congregation soon answered 
its new call.

The Gothic Church under construction, 1869 
Photo courtesy of Cayuga Museum
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THE CONTEMPORARY CHURCH 
1976-

 On April 5, 1973 the fall of the steeple and destruction of the 
grand old church caused great anguish to the people faced with 
making decisions. They finally decided to relocate to 112 South 
Street and build a new, modern church on the site next to the former 
Carmelite Monastery (the Case Mansion, soon also purchased 
by the church for Unity House). These five acres proved to be 
an excellent new home. The new church, costing $550,000, was 
dedicated June 13, 1976 and is pictured on the cover.

 From the beginning these various buildings of the church were 
erected at much expense. They have been kept in repair through 
the years at a high cost. Strength and beauty were in the making of 
them. They have been maintained by sacrifice and devotion.

 This present home for the people of God, we call First 
Pres byterian Church, was dedicated with the following prayer 
that speaks fitting words for this church’s ministry now and in the 
future that God gives:

Grant 0 Lord, that:

  Here may the faithful find salvation, and the careless 
 be awakened.

  Here may the doubting find faith, and the anxious 
 be encouraged.

  Here may the tempted find help, and the sorrowful 
 comfort.

  Here may the weary find rest, and the strong be renewed.

  Here may the aged find consolation, and the young be 
 inspired.
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IN OUR PAST WE FIND 
THE SEEDS OF OUR FUTURE

 The essays in this book had their start in the manual of First 
Presbyterian Church published in 1845, were expanded in the 
manual of 1857, and first published in a book in 1869 as The 
History of the First Presbyterian Church, Auburn, NY, by Rev. 
Dr. Charles Hawley. This work was updated for the nation’s 
centennial in 1876. In 1936, Rev. Malcolm MacPhail wrote the 
acclaimed book A History of the First Presbyterian Church 
Auburn, New York. Members have long contributed to docu-
menting the history of the church too. In 1896, Sarah Wadsworth 
assembled historical recollections of women in the church, on 
which Dr. MacPhail drew. The centennial celebration included 
addresses by Judge J.D. Teller as well as Rev. William Hubbard. 
At the 175th anniversary in 1986, members began a yearlong 
series of re-enactments of each era in the church history, with 
members portraying key figures and doing considerable research. 
Those participating are named by Rev. Winter in the Preface. Dr. 
MacPhail’s book was updated in 1988 with Elder Betsy Walter 
and Rev. Dennis Haines as editors, and that work as been updated 
this year under the leadership of Elders Betsy Walter and Joyce 
Short.

 In 1988, the editors reported using sources as follows: old 
Session records of First Presbyterian Church, the histories by Dr. 
Hawley and Dr. MacPhail, a scrapbook of the church, articles from 
The Citizen, and the books Historical Records of a Hundred and 
Twenty Years of Auburn, New York by Joel Monroe; Presbyterians 
in New York State by James Nichols; and The Christian Instructor 
by Dr. Rev. Josiah Hopkins, as well as various articles and letters 
submitted by members of the congregation. Unless otherwise 
noted, the profiles of the early pastors are taken from Dr. MacPhail’s 
book.

 With the advent of the Internet, we are able to document the 
history of The First Presbyterian Church of Auburn more fully 
with each passing month. Many works of the pastors have now 
been digitized, and we can find anecdotes of their earlier and later 
careers and the lives of their children, as well as of members of 
the church. In recent years the collections of the Seymour Library, 
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Cayuga County Historian, and Cayuga Museum in relation to the 
church have been digitized, and in some cases reproduced for 
display. Members and friends have returned reams of documents 
and photographs. Thanks to the careful saving of items by 
members, the church archive is extraordinarily rich.

 This year’s celebration has included an exhibit on the history 
of the church and its work in the local community, displayed in 
the Cayuga Museum from February to May. An opening event 
in September, 2010, celebrated the founding of the church 
corporation September 17, 1810. A “Best of the Bells” concert was 
held in October, 2010, showcasing the talents of the Steeple Bells, 
who have rung continually since forming as a bell choir in 1971. 
An anniversary dinner is being held in July, 2011 with an organ-
piano concert, and another historical music event is planned. Now 
that the church has reached 200, we will have services from time 
to time focusing on the many agencies the church has founded 
and nurtured over all these years, and on our continuing history 
together.

 History is a source of fascination for nearly everyone. We would 
always like to know just a bit more about what really happened. 
History matters, not only because it pleases people to examine it, 
but because it is in our past that we find the seeds of our future. 
In July, 1911, the cornerstone was laid for the Chapter House at 
North and Franklin, in celebration of the 100th anniversary of 
the church. Today, the cornerstone lies at the north west corner 
of the present church, at the foot of the garden path from the Case 
Mansion, which has housed a major mission of the church now 
for 35 years.

 In his address at the laying of the cornerstone, Rev. William H. 
Hubbard observed:

 “Organized on July 14, 1811 in the long room of the Center 
House by three men and six women, the Church began a work 
so inspired that its effect was immediately felt throughout the 
community...from the activities of that early Church, influences 
proceeded that have been continuous in their blessings...This 
Church’s strength and inspiration have been...that...it has always 
had large and important unfinished work to do.”
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 Seeking and doing that work is our continuing joy, paraphras-
ing Dr. Hubbard, in that same old spirit which...permeated the 
life of this church for its first two hundred years. Closing as Dr. 
Hubbard did the centennial address we pray “May our Heavenly 
Father grant unto us His presence and blessing, even as in the days 
gone by, unto those who toiled and were faithful.”

Elder Ann L. Wiley 
June, 2011

First Presbyterian Church
Welcomes the people to all its services.

From church brochures in the early 1900s



Printing of this book was made possible by generous support 
from members of First Presbyterian Church 

and The Jacobs Press, Inc.




	FirstPresAnnivBook
	FirstPresCover

