
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

112 South Street,  
Auburn, NY 13021  

 

Led by God,  
Serving Christ,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit, 
Strong in Faith 

 

Sunday Worship   10am 
Followed by Fellowship 

 
Sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper is celebrated on the 
first Sunday of every month 
unless noted otherwise in 

the church calendar 
 

Phone: 315.252.3861 
 

E-mail:  
1auburnpres@gmail.com 

 
Office Hours 

Monday 9am-1pm 
Tuesday 9am-1pm 

Wednesday 9am-1pm 
Thursday 9am-1pm 

Welcome to the April    
issue of the newsletter! 

 
In its pages you will find 

news of First Presbyterian 
community and beyond 

as well as inspiration and      
information for the mind, 
the heart and the spirit. 

 
The title is based on our 

church mission  
statement, “Led by God, 
Serving Christ, Guided by 

the Holy Spirit,  
Strong in Faith”. 

 
The newsletter  

submission deadline is 
the 25th day of each 
month. Please drop  

written submissions in 
the newsletter basket in 
the narthex or e-mail to 

the church office.  
 

The newsletter will be    
available in print by the 

end of each month.   
Copies may be picked up 
during worship or from 

the office.  



 

Sunday, April 9 10am 

Worship Leader:  Rev. Banu O. Moore, OblSB 

Children’s Program — Palm Sunday Live 

Be Creative after worship 

 

Thursday, April 13 7pm 

Worship Leader:  Rev. James L. Moore, OblSB 

 
Friday, April 14  7pm  

 
 

 

Sunday, April 16 7am and 10am  

Worship Leader:  Rev. Banu O. Moore, OblSB 

EGG HUNT 

Sunday, April 23  10am 

Worship Leader:  Ruling Elder Beth Flynn 



 

Sunday, April 30  10am 

Worship Leader:  Rev. James L. Moore, OblSB 

 

Nursery facilities available with audio service 

Hearing devices and help using them  available in the sanctuary  

Much more than usual is happening to 
finish off the Lenten season.  On April 
8th at 10:00 a.m.  is the rehearsal for 
the Children’s Palm Sunday play which 
takes place on Sunday, April 9th.   
 

Palm Sunday Live feature two       
reporters sent to find out what is      
creating all the stir in Jerusalem.  If 
you have children or grands who 
would like to join in, please let me 

know. Afterwards, Laurie Karlik will help the children make an 
Easter fun treat!  Then, the following Sunday is Easter where 
our service will conclude with the children having an Easter 
Egg Hunt! 
 

I hope you are remembering to empty your pocket of change 
into your “Noisy Can”.  Please return your “Noisy Can” on 
Palm Sunday.  The proceeds are for the PERC,  formerly 
known as the Mansion. 
 

The book study has only a few sessions left to finish the     
information Lew Wallace discovered on the times of Christ 
when writing his book about fictional Ben Hur.  Even if you 
have not read the book you are welcome to join us at the 
church on Monday evenings at 7 p.m.  

Catherine Byrne 



 

April Deacon is Sheila Lee. 
 

There will be a celebration of 
graduates on Sunday, June 29th 
after worship. 

 

Please let the church office know of anyone graduating 
from high school or college. 

 

meets on the 1st Thursday of each month at our 

church. All quilters, knitters, crocheters, etc. are welcome…  Next 

meeting is scheduled for THURSDAY, MAY 4 AT 9:30AM.  
Please come and join us for fun, creativity and fellowship… 



 

PRESBYTERY OF CAYUGA-SYRACUSE  
STATED MEETING  SATURDAY, MAY 20  
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, AUBURN 

 
Our church will be hosting the May 20th 
Presbytery meeting. The session is very       
excited about this opportunity to share the 
hospitality of our congregation as well as    
introduce the new Presbyterian Event and 
Retreat Center to the Presbytery.  Lots to be 

planned and completed for this wonderful day and many 
hands make light work…  
 
The schedule for the day is as follows: 
 
8:30am -- 9:30am -- Registration and Fellowship 
9:30am -- 12 Noon -- Presbytery Meeting (part 1) in the 
sanctuary 
12 pm -- 1pm    Lunch in the Fellowship Hall 
1pm -- 3:30pm -- Presbytery Meeting @ the PERC (part 2) 
with Speaker Doug Pagitt (He is an author in the Emerging 
Church movement) 
  
Time TBD --- Presbytery catered dinner by Rev. Mario   
Bolivar (Vice-Chair of Leadership Team) in the ballroom @ 
the PERC for technology conversation (between 5pm -- 
7pm)  
 
There will be worship service in the morning with the       
sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Rev. James Moore will be 
preaching.   
 
Our church will be providing lunch and refreshments. The 
menu is $7 per person. We are expecting about 80           
people.  We will be doing BBQ chicken, salad buffet, corn-
on-cob with herbs and parmesan, various breads and        
antipasto platter. We will barbecue the chicken in the fire 
pit outside the church.  
 



 

For refreshments we will have veggies, fruit, and other     
goodies. We will set up stations for the morning gathering 
and registration in the church's fellowship hall and           
afternoon in the living room area of the PERC. 
  
We will have a list for menu and refreshments plus other 
details after Easter so that we can work on the grand plan.  
The session invites everyone to take part in this                  
important day…  

…

…

PERC NEEDS: 
Please remember the PERC next time  

you are shopping for supplies… We need… 
 

Paper towels 
Swiffer Sweeper Floor Mop and refills 

Spin mop with bucket 
Cleaning sponges 
Mr. Clean Erasers 

All Purpose Cleaners  
Hardwood floor mop and microfiber cleaning pad 

Hardwood floor cleaner 
Orange oil wood cleaner spray 

Microfiber cleaning cloths 



 

SESSION NOTES 
Rev. Banu O. Moore, OblSB, Moderator 

 

The session of First Presbyterian Church meets monthly 
usually on the third Tuesday of the month. As needed we 
meet to discuss other matters. 
 

In March, the session met with the Presbytery Committee 
on Ministry liaison Rev. Lorrie Day Anson. It was a good 
and productive meeting. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to check with Janet Cole. The moderator was not a 
part of the meeting. 
 

The session submitted necessary information to our lawyer 
handling the lawsuit by a former mansion resident. He is 
hired at no cost to us by Utica National, our church’s      
current insurance carrier.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the moderator 
as well as our clerk of session, Janet Cole. 
 

The session has been updating the church website and   
Facebook page.  New web page for the Presbyterian Event 
and Retreat Center (PERC) is also in the works…  
 

PERC preparation is moving forward. There is much interest 
and enthusiasm both within the Presbytery as well as the 
community. As plans move forward, everyone is invited to 
take part in this ministry with ideas, gifts and skills. 
 

Approved session minutes and the Treasurer’s monthly   
report may be found in the folder in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Please do not hesitate to ask questions and share your       
concerns. In this time of the transformative process, all 
voices are welcome and needed. 
 

May we continue to grow in the strength and power of the 
Risen Lord! 



 

 

Do you have a favorite hymn or a praise and worship 
song you would like to hear? Please let our organist   

Donna Reister know of any selections  
you would like to hear monthly, or any time.  

Suggestions are always welcome. 

Wednesday, May 3  12 Noon 
 

(Bring a sandwich with you,  

desert provided) 
All Are Welcome... 

HUGs from Cara meets the 
first Thursday of every 
month in the Social Room 
at 6:30pm.  
 

This bereavement support 
group has existed for five 

years and offers a chance to 
meet with others in similar situations, in a comfortable setting.  
 

You are welcome to attend and invite others. Questions? See 
Donna or George who help facilitate the gathering. 

http://hugsfromcara.org/ 

The Prayer Group meets after worship on Sundays     

during the winter months in the interest of safety and 
weather. 
 

We would welcome anyone interested 
praying with us as we lift up our      
congregational prayer sheet as well as 

many other concerns. 
 

Updated Prayer List is printed in the 
bulletin every week. 

Dorothy Noble and Jeannette Chappell  



 

 



 

To A Broken God 
 
Didn’t see You there,  
didn’t know You were weeping too; 
I think of tears as a human wound.  
Though of course You care,  
You have shown You were human too,  
They say You cried at Lazarus’ tomb.  
 
I was unaware how it is  
with a broken God,  
I thought of You as above my pain. 
Lost in my despair,  
so it is with a broken heart,  
I never dreamed You could feel the same.  
 
Once, in a magazine I saw a face  
wrinkled up in grief and travailed grace; 
I kept looking to that face,  
some sad refugee in some sad place. 
And in his eyes the sorrow of our race; 
then I saw it was the face of God,  
the face of God—Your face, dear God.  
 
Some say You’re not there, just a myth for a lazy life, 
an artifact from an ancient scroll. 
But I have known You near in the gift of a weary sigh,  
Lord of the lost and the lonesome soul.  
 
I was unaware how it is with a broken God,  
I never dreamed You could feel the same. 
 

http://www.michaelcard.com 
 

You can listen  to this song on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3i6LdzedLMI 

http://www.michaelcard.com/


 

 

 
Gracious God, 

thank you  
for the gift of today.  

Refresh me…invite me… 
to discover your presence  

in each person  
that I meet  

and every event encountered. 
 

Teach me  
when to speak and when to listen,  

when to ponder and when to share.  
 

In moments of challenge  
and decision attune my heart  

to the whisperings of your Wisdom.  
 

As I undertake ordinary  
and unnoticed tasks,  

gift me with simple joy.  
 

When the day goes well, 
may I rejoice!  

When it grows difficult,  
surprise me  

with new possibilities.  
 

When life is overwhelming  
call me to Sabbath moments  

to restore your Peace and Harmony.  
 

May my living today reveal your goodness.  
Amen. 

 
—- Pat Bergen  


